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Language Background

Agta Lopenze is a distinct underdocumented - if not undocumented - critically endangered Philippine
Negrito language spoken by yet to be determined number of speakers living in and around the remote
hillsides of Villa Espina and its adjacent barangays in Lopez town, southern part of Quezon Province. The
language is theoretically identical to the more known Agta of the Alabat Island whose population, as Lobel
(2013) noted, are greatly dominated at present by migrants from Lopez. It is this close association of
Lopez and Alabat Agtas and their language that gave Agta or Inagta Lopenze occasional mention in the
linguistic literature.

Abstract
This poster presents a synchronic description of its phonology: the phonemic inventory (i.e., consonants
and vowels and their allophones), suprasegmental features (i.e., syllable and stress), phonotactics, and
morphological processes. In addition, brief notes on the proposed orthography are discussed.

Phonemic Inventory

Inagta Lopenze has twenty-two (22) sounds, but only twenty (20) of them—i.e., sixteen consonants and
four vowels—are phonemic. Minimal pairs (i.e., word positions for consonants and the order of syllables for
vowels) are used to establish the phonemic status of each sound. The two remaining sounds are the
loaned [r] and the allophonic [3].
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Inagta Lopenze Syllable Structure

Syllable Structure Examples
cY

‘ha:.mu fo kiss somebody
kel. det lightning

jab.?us to blanch

Generally, in Inagta Lopenze, roots (i.e., unaffixed words) typically have one (monosyllabic) or two
(disyllabic) syllables, although there are roots with more than two syllables (up to five).

Inagta Lopenze Roots

Root Examples
an predicale manker
in, o, al
Monosyllabic b persanal and commen absollive nominal marker
singufar
AU PErSONEl and COMMmE ERgative momingl marker

Disyllabic

na.lad. nad palale
piiipus fo rub one's eyes

Multisyllabic hin.la. la:.bay midde finger
ka. i

b lin: .ty wis of the epes
SU.EWAE 15 ran goose bumps

Stress is a suprasegmental feature of utterances, including vowels. As for stress at the word level, it
refers to the prominence (i.e., length, loudness, and pitch) of the stressed vowel. In Inagta Lopenze,
stress falls either on the penultima (i.e., the syllable before the last) or on a closed or open ultima (i.e.,
the final syllable).

Strass Positions in Inagta Lopenze|

Penultima Uitima
be. L1 jE crocodile Fag. 187 endonym of the Negrifos of Lopez
H ba lin. kas squint-eyed
dag, um cloud
di. jum evening, might
gu.ma.’7an cocenut
ha. wun face
hi. bas low tide
hab. tu to search, find, look for
talik. tik Tarctic hombill
“wi. di? youngest child Fu, ‘waj rattan

Stress is also phonemic in Inagta Lopenze. Recent studies on Philippine languages revealed that the
most reliable determinant of stress is length; the stressed syllable is longer than its unstressed
counterpart. This is evident in the words that completely similar speech sounds but with different
meaning. It is illustrated in the following examples below.

Contragtive Stress in Inagta Lopenze

Penultima Untima

ba tin castrated ba, tin snare

_ba; ?u coconut shel! ba. u tevrapin
ka, un fo fetch
5a, kaj fo ride
sa, jug fleor
sy, sy snail

Diphthongs. The glides /w/ and /j/ may combine with certain vowels to form diphthongs. In Inagta
Lopenze, the following diphthongs occur: /aw/, /ew/, /uw/, /aj/, /€j/, and /uj/.

tnagia Diphthongs

Diphthongs : Penultima
a1 Mo
Tawd

ik u rises et of the water
amia smell
b bui pit

Phonotactics

In a given language, phonotactics refer to restrictions on segment sequences or what are considered
phonologically well-formed (Crystal, 2006). In Inagta Lopenze, such constraints are fairly straightforward: all
fifteen (15) consonants occur at onset and coda—except /h/—positions. However, there is only one word
in the data where /h/ is in the coda position—i.e., beh-en ['beh:.?en] to sneeze.

Consonant Occurrences in Onset and Coda Fositions

onset

pused navel luk,nep to dive

ban, ?as menitor izard

. . 7t bamboo hwig
“buhud fish eggs
bu. leg bling

no

i, jum night, evening
mak, hun many
2u, lan freshwater shrimp
ka. ja. kas coconu! ieaf

]
ka.bu, tiw mushroom
A ga.la. myj finger
le.'mak land “iLbil fo ey
fi.mas &8 species of breadfruit pa.sa. dur mepkin (for
menstruation)

Inagta Lopenze vowels occur at all syllable positions—i.e., antepenultima, penultima, and ultima.

Vawel O in Ant itima, Penultima, and Ultima Positions

Phanemes Penultima Ultima
_hi..jup to blow di. gi? blood
"Ku.lat oyster mushreom  buk, buk worm
7a.get. Pet sand g i
ba. la?kis bark

Morphological Processes

Morphophonological processes refer to sound changes with respect to morphology. In Inagta Lopenze,
there are two, namely: assimilation and cliticization.

Assimilation is the process in which two sounds become alike. Generally, this process can be regressive
(i.e., right to left) or progressive (i.e., left to right). For instance, in Inagta Lopenze, it is clearly seen in the
affixation of paN- and maN-, whereby the homorganic nasal N is influenced by the word-initial sound of
the root, as in (1) - (5).

i1} lpabd + bajay —  |pambaiaj)
HOM &_house EomENNG U2ed 8t home

palk + fdrgding —_ (pandingingll
NOM +_wall something used a5 & wall

31 ipahld + fgamue! - Ipangam1]
NOM +_cure cure

{4} ipah/+fsihaun'  —  (pagsintunn]
HOM +_blt zomdthing used as & balt

18 ipahld + fatupd (pan -aug)
NOM +_roof samething used as & roaf
In (6), the assimilation is backwards, hence, regressive—from the word-initial /b/ to the homorganic /N/,
which has three allophones [m, n, n] depending on the word-initial sound of the root it attaches to.
Moreover;assimilation can be one, in which two sounds become completely alike, as in (7), in which the
homorganic /N/ becomes [m] and replaces the word-initial /b/, since [m] and /b/ are both bilabial.

(8) Jpal-+ bt/  —  [pamati]
NOM  snare an ensnaring instrument

(1) Imah/- + loatin/ - [mamamatin]

NOM  snare somecne who ensnares animals

Notes on Orthography

Brief notes on Inagta Lopenze orthography are in order. First, the community of Inagta Lopenze speakers
is yet to have a standardized orthography. Second, there are only a few Inagta Lopenze speakers who can
write. With this reason, a proposed orthography has been made to consistently represent the speech
sounds in writing. Each sound, including phones such as [r] and [3], has its own orthographic
representation, preventing ambiguity. Finally, it is imperative that a community-based orthography is
carried out in the future to standardize Inagta Lopenze.

FProposed Inagta Lopenge Onthography
Phoneme & Allaphane Orthographic Representation

il <p>

i <p=

L <i=

adi =d=

L) k=

gt =g=

el - {im & word-medial posation)

~{in & word-final position)

fmd “m=

in! <n=

I/ =ng>

isf <5

i =h=

v <l

iy oy

Iwi e

Il <r>

iy ko

! =

[al g

e g5

Jal <a=



