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You will walk away from today’s workshop 
with an outline of a PBL zine project that you 

can implement in your school. 

Workshop Goal



How is “doing a project” 
different from 

Project Based Learning?

Discuss:



How is “doing a project” different from Project Based Learning?

PBL Works: “Doing a project” vs. Project Based Learning

https://www.pblworks.org/doing-project-vs-project-based-learning


Formula for a Successful PBL Project

1. Entry Event

2. Driving Question 

3. Inquiry

4. Outside Expert(s)

5. Critique / Revision

6. Showcase 



An Adventure in 
Project-Based Learning:

Zines!



What is a zine?

A small circulation 
publication of 

original or 
appropriated texts 

and images.

Any self-published 
unique work of 

minority interest, 
usually reproduced 

via photocopier.

Circulation is 
typically 5,000 or 

less, although most 
commonly fewer than 

1,000. 

Profit is not the 
primary intent of 

publication.



Women’s and Gender 
Studies



Entry Event: Explore Zines

Share one zine that stood out to you. Why did it stand out 
to you? What made it visually appealing?

What was the author’s purpose in creating this zine? Did 
the author get their point across effectively?

What was the style of the zine?  What did you notice 
stylistically? Does it remind you of anything?

What tools/styles/methods did the zine creator use? Is 
there collage, drawings, pictures? 
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Students were given the time and resources to browse multiple online zine libraries 
independently and/or in small groups. Now we want you to do the same! Look through the 
zines and discuss the following with the people sitting next to you:



Project Description:
In this project, you will design and publish your own zine on any 

topic related to Reproductive Justice. You will learn about the 
history of zines from zine experts and through independent 

research. At the conclusion of the project, you will present your zine 
to the class and showcase your zine in the newly created CRLS 

Library zine collection.
Driving Question:

The project must have an overarching driving question students 
can return to at any time during any step of the project. The driving 
question should be the focus or purpose of the larger unit in which 

the zines are being created for.
For example: How can we use zines to combat systemic 

reproductive oppression?

Driving Question: Project Launch



Driving Question: Formulating a Focus

Five Whys

Adapted from Professor Karen 
Brennan’s T550 Designing for 
Learning by Creating course at 

Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, we used the Five Whys 

graphic organizer to encourage 
student to dig deeper into the 

themes or topics they are 
interested in exploring further.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gdTvU_2rya4PTglw4EadpsptlmmlMgMRCOaCY99PfSM/edit?usp=sharing


Inquiry: Zine Research
The amount of research students conduct 
for this project depends on their topic and 
style of zine. The research is driven by 
student generated questions, formulated 
through the Question Formulation 
Technique (QFT) and Five Whys 
processes.

Students participated in a lesson on 
copyright to support them in their 
understanding of the role of copyright and 
fair use for innovation.

Find out more about the Copyright 
lesson here

https://rightquestion.org/what-is-the-qft/
https://rightquestion.org/what-is-the-qft/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n1nqfafiS0oz0uCLmh9SEcIWQBe4PkU0o2WETaLlWac/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.maschoolibraries.org/newsletter/tech-column-copyright-for-creators
https://www.maschoolibraries.org/newsletter/tech-column-copyright-for-creators


Field Trip Guest Speaker
Our students zoomed with the 

Papercut Zine Library and visited the 
Schlesinger Library at the Radcliffe 

Institute for Advanced Study at 
Harvard University where they heard 

about the collection from curators 
and engaged in hands-on learning 

with published zines made by 
professional creators.

We had a guest artist visit the 
class and discuss their own 
zine creation process with 

students. The artist was able 
to show their own zines, and 

work with students to help 
polish their ideas.

Outside Experts: Engaging in the Learning



At this stage, students begin to plan out 
what they want their zine to look like.

Questions to Consider:

● What is the story you want to tell?

● What key takeaways do you want 
your readers to leave with?

● What kinds of formats will you use?  

Storyboarding



Critique / Revision 

The topic/focus of your zine and how it is connected to the unit topic.

The purpose of your zine.

How your zine is intersectional.

Why you chose to include specific pieces of art.
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Students were asked to share the following: 

5 Anything you would like the group to know or would like feedback on. Single 
Point 

Rubric

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/single-point-rubric/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/single-point-rubric/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/single-point-rubric/


Showcase



Zine Construction
● Front cover
● Intro to the reader / 

statement of purpose. 
● 5 pages of content, which 

should convey their research 
using ANY method or 
approach.

● Works cited* on back cover



Formula for a Successful PBL Project

● Front Cover

● Page 1: Entry Event

● Page 2: Driving Question 

● Page 3: Inquiry

● Page: 4 Outside Expert(s)

● Page 5: Critique / Revision

● Page 6: Showcase 

● Back Cover

Your turn! 

Identify a place in your curriculum 
where a PBL zine project might fit.

Design a zine using the six 
elements of a successful PBL 

Project, with one element per page. 





#1: Entry Event

Book 
tasting



#2: Driving 
Question

What is your 
book’s essential 

question?



#3: 
Inquiry

Research and distillation



#4: Outside 
Expert

Visiting zine 
artist



#5: Critique / 
Revision

Feedback 
protocol



Feedback Protocol:
● Groups leave their storyboard 

and two questions at their table
● Each group leaves one specific 

positive comment 
AND:
○ Responds to a question 

OR
○ Leaves a suggestion 



Feedback
Protocol



#6: Showcase

Praise 
protocol



Share out
Let’s see your zines!



Showcase: Authentic Audiences



Formatting for Print

Open a blank document and format in 
landscape. Each screenshot of each 
zine page must be inserted into the 

document in a precise location, 
rotation, and size.

3. Formatting1. Scan
All pages of the zine must be 

scanned. Students can be 
engaged in this process.
PRO TIP : Make sure the 

resolution is high

2. Screenshot
Each individual page must 

be snapshotted.



Formatting Matters!
Because of the small and concise nature of zines, each small detail matters. The formatting process must 
be very precise or the final product will be slightly askew. Follow these tips to ensure that your zine is 
printed in a way you can be proud of!

Every page of the zine must be exactly the same size because when it is printed and folded, 
each page will get the same amount of space. Make sure the intersections of your 

screenshots line up with the half and quarter measurements of your document. The edges 
of the pages should touch each other.

It helps to have a single format that all zines share. The pages of the zine can technically 
start in any of the 8 boxes and continue around counter-clockwise. However, when 

engaging students in the formatting process, we ask them to start their front cover in the 
bottom right corner.

Printers do not typically print to the very edge of the page. You can plan for this while 
formatting! Leave a quarter inch around the borders of the document.  If you do this, use 

the print setting “Fit to page.” If you format the zine pages to the very edge of the document 
use the print setting “Fit to printable area” so the edges of the pages aren't cut out.

If a student chooses to stray from the traditional single sheet zine format, the pages of the 
zine may be a different shape and/or size than is typical. When re-formatting for print, 

follow the same scanning and screenshotting procedure, but stretch/warp the images to fit 
the 1/8 page section so the final printed version is easier to read.



Formatting for E-Reading

Open a blank document and 
format in portrait. Each screenshot 

of each zine page is awarded its 
own page in the document. 

3. Formatting1. Scan
All pages of the zine must be scanned. 

Students can be engaged in this process.
PRO TIP : Make sure the resolution is high

2. Screenshot
Each individual page must be 

snapshotted.

4. Save as PDF
Save and download the document in a 

PDF format. This step prevents 
formatting issues later in the OverDrive 

step.

5. Convert to EPUB
6. Upload to OverDrive Convert the PDF file into an EPUB file. OverDrive 

recommends these programs. There are free 
converters online, but for larger zine projects, 
you may consider investing in one program.

Sign in to 
OverDrive 

Marketplace. 
Under “Admin” click 

“Local Content” 
and go to “Add a 

Title”.

https://help.marketplace.overdrive.com/7070.htm


Adding a Title to OverDrive Marketplace
Click “Ebook” 
and 
“Browse” to 
add your 
EPUB file.

“Title” and 
“Sort Title” 
are typically 
identical. 
“Publisher” is 
your own 
library.

“Audience” 
refers to 
genre and 
what subject 
titles should 
be attached 
to the title.

The “Short Description” will appear on 
the title’s page on Sora. “Creator” refers 
to the author of the zine. This appears 
on the title’s page as well.

This is what the title will look like on 
Sora. You can see the Title, Author, 
Cover Image, Short Description, Subject 
Categories, and more.

Save and upload the 
screenshot of the zine 
cover to attach as “Cover 
Image” and “Thumbnail 
Image.”



Resources

Papercut Zine Library

How To: Zines

Let’s make a zine!

How to Fold a Zine

Best Books for Getting Started with PBL

● Make Just One Change: Teach Students to Ask 
Their Own Questions 

By Dan Rothstein and Luz Santana

● Setting the Standard for Project Based Learning  

By John Larmer, John Mergendoller, Suzie Boss

● Project Based Teaching 

By Suzie Boss, John Larmer

https://www.papercutzinelibrary.com/
https://youtu.be/C6cUie23VII
https://652f97d3-0da5-42f5-b04e-87f2bcf109d7.filesusr.com/ugd/8c0bf9_a5ad62e22223460b8b389232b2df5dfb.pdf
https://research.lesley.edu/ld.php?content_id=31380518
https://www.amazon.com/Make-Just-One-Change-Questions/dp/1612500994/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18CO0SKAQUJMR&dchild=1&keywords=make+just+one+change+teach+students+to+ask+their+own+questions&qid=1616278839&sprefix=ask+just+one+%2Caps%2C165&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Make-Just-One-Change-Questions/dp/1612500994/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18CO0SKAQUJMR&dchild=1&keywords=make+just+one+change+teach+students+to+ask+their+own+questions&qid=1616278839&sprefix=ask+just+one+%2Caps%2C165&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Setting-Standard-Project-Based-Learning/dp/1416620338/ref=sr_1_9?crid=1I915AJQ1T6CG&dchild=1&keywords=project+based+learning&qid=1616278998&sprefix=project+based+%2Caps%2C186&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.com/Project-Based-Teaching-Rigorous-Experiences/dp/1416626735/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1I915AJQ1T6CG&dchild=1&keywords=project+based+learning&qid=1616279140&sprefix=project+based+%2Caps%2C186&sr=8-6

